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Non-Train Related Holidays &  
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 May Day – 1st 

Mother’s Day – 14th 
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This photo is the Pere Marquette Steam 

Engine # 1225, from the Steam 

Railroading Institute. 

http://www.ncr-div9.com/


 

The Yardmaster – May 2024     Page 2 of 25 

 

 

 

Editor’s Comments 
There is a lot happening in Division 9.  We have four out-of-town events scheduled 

in May, June & September.  Our annual meeting is coming up in September. 

 

The NMRA issued a Code of Conduct for all members to abide by.  The entire 3-

page document is displayed in its entirety at the end of this edition of The 

Yardmaster.  All members are encouraged to read and understand what is expected 

of us as members of the NMRA. 

 

Board Election News 

The Board of Directors met on Sunday April 7th.  One of the main topics was the 

upcoming elections which include the three positions of Assistant Superintendent, 

Paymaster and one of the two Trustee positions.  As of now, Joel Pyard and Casey 

Bartman have chosen not to run again.  We are in the process of looking for 

candidates for both of these positions and encourage all members to consider 

running for any of these offices.  This is an opportunity for you to get more involved 

in Division 9 activities and be part of the decision-making process.  Besides, that 

we have a lot of fun.  The Division 9 Board approved the adding of a new position of 

Website Manager to the Board of Directors.  This will be a board appointed position 

and carry with it the general responsibilities of maintaining the Division 9 website 

and investigating other sources of communication, such as Facebook, Instagram, 

and the new NMRA Interchange program.  If you have the necessary qualifications 

to handle this position, we encourage you to contact either Garry Johnson or Alan 

Bau. 

 

For a list of responsibilities for the three positions that are up for election, 

see the April Yardmaster.  If you don’t have a copy you can find one on the 

Division 9 website. www.ncr-div.com 

  

 

 
Division 9 Officers   

Superintendent   - Garry Johnson elecsprk@gmail.com  

Assistant Superintendent - Joel Pyard           pyardj@comcast.net  
Paymaster   - Bob Lawrence  robertlawrence44@msn.com  
Scribe & Newsletter Editor - Alan Bau  alanwbau@gmail.com   

Trustee     - Doug Van Meter vanmeterda@gmail.com   
Trustee    - Casey Bartman Casey@GR-MI.com 

 

  

 

http://www.ncr-div.com/
mailto:elecsprk@gmail.com
mailto:pyardj@comcast.net
mailto:robertlawrence44@msn.com
mailto:alanwbau@gmail.com
mailto:vanmeterda@gmail.com
mailto:Casey@GR-MI.com
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Upcoming Division Nine Membership Meetings & Events: 

Meetings & 

Events 

Date Location Presenter & Topic 

Membership Meeting  Saturday May 18th Sturgis Model 

Railroad Club 

TBD 

“Take a Ride on the 

Little River Railroad” 

Sunday June 16th 

 

Coldwater, Mi. Train Ride & Tour of the 

Little River Railroad 

shops. 

Summer Vacation July & August   

Board Meeting July 7th Kalamazoo 

Bridge Club 

 

Annual Meeting September Vicksburg Train 

Station 

Mark Tomlonson 

& TBD 

Division 9 Board 

Meeting 

October 6th Kalamazoo 

Bridge Club 

 

Membership Meeting Saturday October 

19th 

Bruce Chubb’s 

Layout 

Layout Tour & Op 

Session 

Membership Meeting November 16th TBD TBD 

Membership Meeting December 21st TBD TBD 

May 18th – We will be visiting the Sturgis Model Railroad Club located at 101 

Jefferson St. in Sturgis, Mi. It has been a while since we visited the Sturgis club, 

and it will be interesting to see the progress they have made with their layout. For 

those that have never been to the club, they have a very nice facility and layout 

which is located in the Freight House behind the Sturgis Historical Museum. 

June 16th (Sunday) –Let’s Take a Ride on the Little River Railroad. The 

Board changed the date of our June Meeting from June 15th to June 16th to allow us 

to take a ride on the Little River Railroad.  This is the only operating date in June.  

After the ride we can tour their train shops and for those that want to have lunch 

there is a Mexican restaurant is across the tracks from the Coldwater Train Station 

where we board. Ticket information is displayed below along with a link to their 

website.  Members are responsible for purchasing their own tickets. 

Ticket information & Website Link displayed below: 

June 16   FATHER’S DAY, 11 AM and 2 PM, STEAM POWERED ROUND TRIP TRAIN 

RIDE TO QUINCY (We are planning to take the 11:00 AM train) 

FATHERS RIDE FREE WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY PAYING PASSENGER 

TICKETS FOR ALL TRAIN RIDES ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE! 

TICKETS CAN ALSO BE PURCHASED VIA PHONE AT: 517-227-5488 

• Adults (ages 12 & up)……………………………………….$22.00  

• Children (ages 3-11)…………………………………………$15.00  

• Children (ages 2 & under)…………………………………..FREE 

• PRICES INCLUDE ALL SERVICE FEES 

 

Website Link Schedule and Fares - Little River Railroad 

https://littleriverrailroad.com/index.php/schedule-and-fares/
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July & August – Enjoy the summer. See you in September. 

September Annual Meeting – This is our annual meeting which will be at the 

Vicksburg Train Depot.   

We will start off the day with a normal business meeting, including Election of 

Officers, 50/50 raffle, donuts and door prizes, followed by Mark Tomlonson making 

a presentation on the railroads of Kalamazoo County.  Additionally, we are trying to 

find a speaker for a presentation specific to Vicksburg rail traffic. 

Watch your email for additional information as it becomes available. 

October – Hold on to your hats, “we are on Bruce Chubb's Sunset Valley Railroad 

operating session schedule for October 19, 2024. The session runs from 9am to 

4pm, with a one-hour lunch break. That is the date of our regular 3rd Saturday of 

the month meeting.” It is my understanding that you do not have to attend for the 

entire day.  See the Yardmaster March edition for a few pictures of Bruce’s 

incredible layout. 

November - TBD 

 

December - TBD 

 

 

 

Achievement Program 

It has been a few months since we included information on the Achievement 

Program.  The following is a brief description of what the Achievement Program is 

all about.  If you have any questions, contact Dorman Wilson, who is our AP 

Coordination for Division 9.  Dorman can be reached at Dewils_2@yahoo.com. 

Achievement Program | National Model Railroad Association (nmra.org) “The AP 

requirements are a set of standards, but they can also serve as a set of guideposts 

for those who are new, near-new, and not-so new to the hobby. Not because they 

lead to some sort of official pat on-the-back, but because they are a source of ideas 

for projects that can help us learn to become better modelers.” “Briefly, the AP is a 

system of requirements for demonstrating a superior level of skill in various aspects 

of our hobby. It covers not only building various types of models, but also building 

other things which are important to the hobby, such as scenery, structures, track 

work, and wiring. It also recognizes service to the hobby and the NMRA, which are 

important as well. The Achievement Program is also a personal commitment to 

share one's knowledge with others and to encourage them as they also make the 

AP journey.”   

mailto:Dewils_2@yahoo.com
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Rolling Stock for Sale 
The Kalamazoo Model Railroad Historical Society is offering two cars for sale.  If you 

want to make a purchase or want further information, please contact the club. Their 
phone # is 269-343-8269. 

 
The prices are as follows. 
 

1.  Cooper Grains: $32 each or 4 for $120. 
2.  Bell's Brewery: $20 each, while they last - not many left. 

 
I do not have any prices for shipping.  If they contact us, we can find out. 
 

 
David Hayes-Moats 

Kalamazoo Model Railroad Historical Society 
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Upcoming Train Shows 

  

  

 

 

The full list of shows is available here on the website, which allows you to 

subscribe and submit your events directly. More features will be coming soon! 

https://www.trainshowlist.com 

Given that we are reaching almost 1000 subscribers every other week, please 

consider making a donation as part of your event's marketing budget. Please visit 

the Train Show List site and donate via PayPal. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

 

  

(Local area Train Show Listing Continued)   

 

Grand Rapids Spring Train Show 

Saturday, May 4, 2024 

Home School Building 

5625 Burlingame Ave SW 

Wyoming, MI 

Directions: Use Google Maps 

Event Details 

OVER 200 VENDOR TABLES * 70+VENDORS? THOMAS THE  

TRAIN PLAY AREA? HUGE LEGO DISPLAY & PLAY AREA 

Drawing for Lionel “Thomas – The - Train” Set Free Parking 

*Door Prizes* Food Concessions Vendors with Model Trains in 

all Scales Books * RR Photos * RR Collectibles Family Fun for 

“Children” of All Ages 

Contact Information      

  

Thomas Klonowski 

trainshow@grvrrc.org 

8476911163 

Website: https://grvrrc.org/ 

 

Did you know that the 2025 NMRA 

National Convention will be held in 

Novi, Mi. next year? Click on the 

link below: 

2025 NMRA National Convention – 

Station No.VI – hosted by the 

North Central Region of the NMRA 

(nmra2025.com) 

 

https://u8332870.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=bquWeIKsf8EWGfZvOmIycRPMrVVSuewHu1BLu9-2Fks1TKLEBUIOOult6EZ-2BbB4KVZD-Q6_ySdngq99xtnsdUkHw5ihYRkzG3dNFjzK-2FUsmy9fYD2vWzwB6qa-2F5wW7YllwlaWUCNI3jSvt4KXwWW4qHT17v4S6ptXDHF6UMIEWozbydqqkWi6oBqPdLTuu5A2qMWcprIExKh8xzaNYW5csYkvTPnIB9wYwn-2BgYavOm1UBhl5oj-2Bh73jZwN9qTl4lS-2FZSLRxtmBA9cZyJ2042lkEcijWLw-3D-3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/5625+Burlingame+Ave+SW,+Wyoming,+MI
https://grvrrc.org/
https://nmra2025.com/
https://nmra2025.com/
https://nmra2025.com/
https://nmra2025.com/
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Battle Creek Model Railroad Club Train Show & Swap Meet 

Saturday, September 14, 2024 

Calhoun County Fairgrounds 

720 Fair St. 

Marshall, MI 

Directions: Use Google Maps 

 

Event Details 

Several operating layouts, "hands-on" displays, door prizes. Children 12 & under free admission. 

Contact Information 

Andy Buck 

andrew.buck@comcast.net 

(269) 268-0910 

Website: http://bcmrrc.net/ 

 

Remember these from the March Newsletter?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The question was if anybody knew where they are located? 

The answer is they are located on the east side of Marshall on Michigan Ave. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/720+Fair+St.,+Marshall,+MI
http://bcmrrc.net/
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 https://www.mwr-nmra.org/aroundthebend.html 

To access the conventions website, click on the above link.  

https://www.mwr-nmra.org/aroundthebend.html
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Registration is Now Open.  Click on the link below: 

NMRA- National Model Railroad Association and the (ncrnmra.org)  

https://ncx24.ncrnmra.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/NCX-flyer-2024.pdf
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For Sale Items  

Do you have an excess inventory of cars, supplies, etc. which are just 

taking up space and most likely will never be used?  You can list these 

items here and try to sell them, so you can buy more train stuff. 

To list your for-sale items here, send your list of items along with a picture 

if one is available, a description of your item(s) along with your asking price and 

contact information.  If you wish your item(s) to be listed in the upcoming 

newsletter, you need to submit them along with needed information no later than 

the 25th of the month. 

Send your information to alanwbau@gmail.com. 

 

Interesting Videos - Click on the links below: 
 

Nebraska Tornado. 

Here is the video the train crew shot of the Nebraska tornado.   in case you haven't 

seen this, tornado vs locomotive it's fascinating. 

  

Lester Breuer 

Plymouth, MN 

 

https://twitter.com/ChadBlue83/status/1784048754527453533?ref_src=twsrc%5E

google%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet 

 

 

Click on the link below for more information. 

Inside Strange Restaurant Delivering Burgers by Trains (youtube.com)  

 

mailto:alanwbau@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/ChadBlue83/status/1784048754527453533?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://twitter.com/ChadBlue83/status/1784048754527453533?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Etweet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmvZpHVWkKg
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Division 9 Posters 

The following photos were taken by Rich Mahaney at the April 6th Kalamazoo Model 

Railroad Club Train Show. 
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Weathering Clinic Follow up: 

On Saturday April 20th, members from Division 9 met at the Kalamazoo Bridge Club 

to attend a hands-on weathering clinic run by Norm Logan. 

Norm Logan Teaches Weathering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Norm Logan taught a hands-

on weathering clinic at our 

April 20TH membership 

meeting. 

 

Standing – Norm Logan 

Pictures top to bottom – Alan 

Bau, Garry Johnson, Rick 

Garthe, Jim Fankhauser & 

Merrick Wilson.  Missing was 

Jim Glenn.  

Pictured right is Rich Mahaney 

at the top and Joel Pyard on the 

bottom. 
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Pictured above is a bunch of guys listening and learning from Norm Logan on 

how to weather rolling stock.  Great day. 

 

Top left Rich Mahaney, Joel Pyard, Merrick Wilson, Jim Fankhauser, Jim Glenn, 

Rich Garthe, Garry Johnson & Norm Logan.  Alan Bau was taking the picture. 
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Two of these pictures are of Rolling Stock 

weathered by Norm Logan.  Two of these 

pictures were done by our members 

during the clinic.  Can you guess which 

were done by Norm? 
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Tour of Rich Garthe’s layout after the Weathering Clinic.  Pictured below are (Left) 

Norm Logan (Center) Rick Garthe & (Right) Jim Fankhauser. 

FYI - Rick’s layout is battery operated. 
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Alan’s Adventures in Model Railroading – Volume 2 
Last month was more of an introduction covering how I got back 

into Model Railroading and covering the last four years of 

activities.  This month will be more of what has been accomplished 

on my new layout over the last two years. 

 

After a couple of months of unpacking and getting things 

organized, I was able to return to working on my new layout.  As 

the train boxes were unpacked, I discovered that several models 

were damaged in the move.  This was disappointing as I thought I 

did a good job getting them packed for the move.  However, there 

were higher priority tasks to accomplish, and these models were 

set aside for a later time.   

 

The layout is located in a room that is 15’ x 30’ on the lower level.  

This is about 40% larger than the space I had available for my 

previous layout. This doesn’t include my workshop, a storeroom 

and closet space that I use for 

modeling and storage of railroad 

equipment & supplies. 

 

Using “AnyRail”, a model railroading 

software program, I created my 

current track layout, version # 14 is 

displayed at the right. After making 

significant progress on the overall 

plan, it was time to start on the 

benchwork.  I was able to use most of 

the benchwork from the original 

layout, but also had to add a fair 

amount.  The new layout is about 40% 

bigger. 

 

Accomplishments over the last year include finishing most of the benchwork, 

installing cork roadbed, laying track, installing a power bus line, soldering feeder 

wires and rail joiners, adding three power districts, including circuit breakers for 

each district, upgrading the power by adding an NCE Power Booster and adding a 

wireless NCE controller.  In addition, 100% of all rolling stock have been tested, 

repairs identified and documented in a software program titled “Yard Office”. 

Short-term plans are to fine tune the track, paint and ballast the rails, adding 

turnout controls and starting scenery.  As time permits I hope to finish repairing the 

damaged structures and work on fixing any problems with some of the rolling stock 

that didn’t pass testing. 

 

Hope to see you at our next Division Nine Meeting. 

  

The above locomotive 

is an Atlas HO GP 38-2 

Chicago South Shore # 

2001, which I acquired 

from Rider’s Hobby 

Shop in Grand Rapids. 
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Rich’s Travels 

Rich has been a busy guy, evidenced by the number of photos he has submitted 

and not all are included in this edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Saw this train out on a switching and 

delivery trip on April 4th near Waverley 

Road and East 40th St by Sherman 

Williams before 3pm in Holland, MI. 
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Photos of Amtrak work train in Jackson, MI, doing work west bound from Jackson, 

taken by Rich Mahaney. 
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Photo at right is of an engine 

that is being delivered to a 

Kalamazoo gravel operation for 

their use.  It is coming from 

Lansing Water and Light to the 

Aggregate Resources Rail Yard 

for their use.  Thanks to Garry 

Johnson for tipping me off to this 

find and the caboose, pictured 

top left, that they are turning 

into an office at their front gate.  

 

Left photo is of a west bound Amtrak on 

Sunday April 10th, going through Three 

Oaks, MI, probably at 100 mph or 

more. 

 

Top photo was taken at the ADM Corn 

Syrup facility, Battle Creek, MI. 
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This train seemed longer (extra cars), but look 

at the end with the last car.  I have not seen 

that kind of car and view except on a 

"business car/train".  Rich Mahaney 

 

 

 

  

The last car is Amtrak’s American View 

“theatre” inspection car. 

 

Note from Tom Persoon in response to 

Rich’s question. 
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Wrap-up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Norm Logan for the clinic on weathering your rolling stock.  It was fun 

and educational, especially for those of us that haven’t tried weathering yet, and we 

didn’t make a mess. 

 

Thanks to Rich Mahaney for providing us with all the photos. 

 

Remember we are always looking for ideas for new clinics, road trips, layout tours, 

and information for future membership meetings and Yardmaster Newsletters.   

 

If you have any model railroad questions, we have a great resource in Dave Vinci 

who will do his best to answer them.  You can send them directly to Dave 

banjodave.prr@gmail.com or to me alanwbau@gmail.com. 

 

 

Until next time, hope to see you all soon. 

 

 

Alan Bau 

Divisions 9 Scribe & Newsletter Editor 

alanwbau@gmail.com 

 

  

mailto:banjodave.prr@gmail.com
mailto:alanwbau@gmail.com

